















































































Expectations of partners - For one member of the partner company ( not necessarily the same person throughout) to be active in the network for the four year period in two or three work areas. The partner will be expected to attend two or three meetings per year and carry out 15 to 20 days of work per year. Budgetary arrangements are subject to negotiation with the European Commission but there will be finance available to fund travel and work carried out.











RETURN TO:  Mr Maciej Dyrek - INSTYTUT ODLEWNICTWA ul.Zakopiańska 73, 30-418, KRAKOW, Poland


                                   Fax : +48(12)2660870                                email dyrekma@iod.krakow.pl 


I would like to be part of the Network and participate in the following area(s)


Name                                                                                  Company


Tel                                                       Fax                                email





The partners will meet 28th January to discuss the interested parties. The proposal will be submitted to the European Commission by 10 April 2003. Please reply by the 10th January 2003 if you are interested in joining this network.











Proposal to be submitted to 6th Framework programme of the EU





CASTANET


Clustered Thematic Network for the advancement of casting technology





Leading Foundry Research and technology organisations from 7 countries have joined to propose a Clustered Thematic Network for the foundry industry to be established with European funding .This will be the starting point for new areas of research and development, and will enable best practice to be spread through the industry via personnel exchanges, conferences, seminars and publications. The consortium currently consists of Castings Technology International (UK), CTIF (FRANCE) IFG (GERMANY), DTI (DENMARK), INASMET (SPAIN),  The SWEDISH FOUNDRY ASSOCIATION, The POLISH FOUNDRY INSTITUTE and VTT(FINLAND)


To enhance this consortium, we need forward thinking industrial partners both large and SME’s from foundries, casting purchasers and other institutions, to join us in order to: 


- Bring background knowledge of manufacturing    - Provide support in the development of             


   and user sectors.                                                          RTD projects                                                         


- Utilise available links to USA  companies              - Provide access to areas of experience


- Attend discussion and meetings                            - Provide training activities         


- Give presentations at international conferences   - Create and link common databases


- Participate in personnel exchange initiatives    














There are areas of fundamental importance which need to be developed to meet competitive, legislative, environmental and financial challenges. Cheap competition, higher performance requirements, new areas of opportunities for castings, regulations, material costs and disposal costs mean that the industry MUST move forward to address a changing world. It is essential to integrate existing technology to make fast, efficient design, rapid prototyping and testing accessible to all EU foundries and then to produce the tooling for virtual, small scale or mass production. 











The Network will concentrate on the following areas:


1. Casting and design simulation- To generate a technical road map of recommendations for future work on extensive process simulation and control in foundries. To increase the knowledge of simulation techniques available and create a forum where problems and solutions can be discussed and solved. To generate a manual of recommendations for design rules in order to optimise the use of materials.


2. Materials and Processing-. To examine techniques for the manufacture of net shaped castings and for the production of thin section castings. To examine user requirements against existing materials and future trends in foundry processes.


3. Clean Technology-  To determine best practice, methods of improvement, philosophies from other industries for application to the working and external environment and determine the philosophy of clean technology from other industries. Energy consumption, energy simulation, life cycle analysis methods  will be examined and utilised where appropriate.


4. Training- To examine best available tools in order to allow the development of harmonised practices and standards, improved training networks and better understanding of training needs, across Europe.


5. e Technology- The application of internet and software based tools to provide technical, commercial  and industrial functions swiftly and effectively for efficient production and increased knowledge based functions.


6. Future opportunities for castings- To carry out a market analysis for castings and identify opportunities and threats for castings in the future











